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The Divine Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom 
 
Apolytikion of the Holy Cross (Tone One) 
Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance, granting our 
rulers to prevail over adversaries, and protecting Your 
commonwealth by Your Cross. 
 
Soson Kyrie ton laon su, ke evlogison teen klironomiansu, nikas 
tis vasilevsi kata varvaran doroomenos, ke to son feelaton, dia tu 
Stavru su, politevma. 
 
Kontakion for the Elevation of the Holy Cross            
(Tone Four) 
Lifted up on the Cross by Your free will, Christ God, grant 
mercies to the new commonwealth that bears Your name. 
Gladden our faithful rulers by Your power, giving them victories 
over their adversaries. May Your alliance be for them a weapon 
for peace, an invincible standard. 
 

  
 

The Epistle is from 1 Corinthians 1:18-24 
Brethren, the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is 
written, "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the cleverness 
of the clever I will thwart." Where is the wise man? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 
foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of 
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it pleased God 
through the folly of what we preach to save those who believe. 
For Jews demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach 
Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, 
but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. 

http://www.goholycross.org/


The Gospel is from John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30 
At that time, when the chief priests and the officers saw him, they cried out, 
"Crucify him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, "Take him yourselves and crucify 
him, for I find no crime in him." The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and by 
that law he ought to die, because he has made himself the Son of God." 

When Pilate heard these words, he was the more afraid; he entered the 
praetorium again and said to Jesus, "Where are you from?" But Jesus gave no 
answer. Pilate therefore said to him, "You will not speak to me? Do you not know 
that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?" Jesus answered him, 
"You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; 
therefore he who delivered me to you has the greater sin." When Pilate heard these 
words, he brought Jesus out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place called the 
Pavement, and in Hebrew, Gabbatha. Now it was the day of Preparation of the 
Passover; it was about the sixth hour. He said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" 
They cried out, "Away with him, away with him, crucify him!" Pilate said to them, 
"Shall I crucify your King?" The chief priests answered, "We have no king but 
Caesar." Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. So they took Jesus, and 
he went out, bearing his own cross, to the place called the place of a skull, which is 
called in Hebrew Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one 
on either side, and Jesus between them. Pilate also wrote a title and put it on the 
cross; it read, "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews." Many of the Jews read this 
title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in 
Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 

But standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus saw his mother, and 
the disciple whom he loved standing near, he said to his mother, "Woman, behold 
your son!" Then he said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from that hour 
the disciple took her to his own home. Then when Jesus had received the vinegar, 
he said, "It is finished"; and he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

 

 



Feast of the Day – Elevation of the Holy Cross 
Saint Helen, the mother of Saint Constantine the 
Great, when she was already advanced in years, 
undertook, in her great piety, the hardships of a 
journey to Jerusalem in search of the cross, 
about the year 325. A temple to Aphrodite had 
been raised up by the Emperor Hadrian upon 
Golgotha, to defile and cover with oblivion the 
place where the saving Passion had been 
suffered. The venerable Helen had the statue of 
Aphrodite destroyed, and the earth removed, 
revealing the Tomb of our Lord, and three 
crosses. Of these, it was believed that one must 
be that of our Lord, the other two of the thieves 
crucified with Him; but Saint Helen was at a loss 
which one might be the Wood of our salvation. 
At the inspiration of Saint Macarius, Archbishop 

of Jerusalem, a lady of Jerusalem, who was already at the point of death from a 
certain disease, was brought to touch the crosses, and as soon as she came near to 
the Cross of our Lord, she was made perfectly whole. Consequently, the precious 
Cross was lifted on high by Archbishop Macarius of Jerusalem; as he stood on the 
ambo, and when the people beheld it, they cried out, "Lord have mercy." It should 
be noted that after its discovery, a portion of the venerable Cross was taken to 
Constantinople as a blessing. The rest was left in Jerusalem in the magnificent 
church built by Saint Helen, until the year 614. At that time, the Persians plundered 
Palestine and took the Cross to their own country (see Jan. 22, Saint Anastasius the 
Persian). Late, in the year 628, Emperor Heraclius set out on a military campaign, 
retrieved the Cross, and after bringing it to Constantinople, himself escorted it back 
to Jerusalem, where he restored it to its place. 

Rest from labour. A Fast is observed today, whatever day of the week it may be. 
  



Saint of the Day – Repose of Saint John Chrysostom 
Saint John Chrysostom died on September 14, 407, 
but because of the feast of the Exaltation of the 
Life-Creating Cross of the Lord, the 
commemoration of the saint was transferred to 
November 13. On January 27 we commemorate the 
transfer of the holy relics of Saint John Chrysostom 
from Comana to Constantinople, and on January 
30, the Synaxis of the Three Hierarchs. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saint of the Week – Eustathios 
The holy Martyr Eustathius before his baptism was an 
illustrious Roman general named Placidas in the days of the 
Emperor Trajan. While hunting in the country one day, he 
was converted to the Faith of Christ through the apparition 
of an uncommonly majestic stag, between whose antlers he 
saw the Cross of Christ, and through which the Lord spoke 
to him with a human voice. Upon returning home, he 
learned that his wife Tatiana had also had a vision in which 
she was instructed to become a Christian. They sought out 
the Bishop of the Christians and were baptized, Placidas 
receiving the name Eustathius, and Tatiana the name 
Theopiste; their two sons were baptized Agapius and 

Theopistus. The family was then subjected to such trials as Job endured. Their 
servants died, all their goods were stolen, and on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem they 
were scattered abroad, each not even knowing if the others were still alive. By the 
providence of God, they were united again after many years, and returned to Rome 
in glory. Nevertheless, when they refused to sacrifice to the idols-a public sacrifice 
from which no Roman general could be absent-the Emperor Hadrian, who had 
succeeded Trajan, had them put into a large bronze device in the shape of a bull, 
which was heated with fire until they died. When their holy bodies were removed, 
they were found to be without harm. They suffered martyrdom about the year 126. 


